DNA hole: a hypothesis for carcinogenesis.
Transformation of a normal cell to a cancer cell involves a stable secondary inheritable change in the nucleus. The initial event in carcinogenesis is the splitting of the base pairs in the DNA double helix. A hole in the duplex DNA results, a deformity in the secondary structure of DNA. The cellular event in carcinogenesis is the continuous replication of the duplex DNA hole from one cell to the next.